CHAP, vin               THE EARTHQUAKE GOD                        195
about their ears. Most of the citizens, indeed, had the
prudence to dwell dispersed on their farms. It was a marvel,
says Strabo, that such a city should have any inhabitants at
all, and a still greater marvel that it should ever have been
built.1 However, by a wise dispensation of Providence, the
earthquakes which shook the foundations of their houses only
strengthened those of their faith. The people of Apameia, worship oi
whose town was repeatedly devastated, paid their devotions ^os^?'
with great fervour to Poseidon, the earthquake god.2 Again, quake god
the island of Santorin, in the Greek Archipelago, has
been for thousands of years a great theatre of volcanic
activity. On one occasion the waters of the bay boiled and
flamed for four days, and an island composed of red-hot
matter rose gradually, as if hoisted by machinery, above
the waves. It happened that the sovereignty of the seas
was then with the Rhodians, those merchant-princes whose
prudent policy, strict but benevolent oligarchy, and beautiful
island-city, rich with accumulated treasures of native art,
rendered them in a sense the Venetians of the ancient world.
So when the ebullition and heat of the eruption had subsided,
their sea-captains landed in the new island, and founded a
sanctuary of Poseidon the Establisher or Securer,8 a compli-
mentary epithet often bestowed on him as a hint not to shake
the earth more than he could conveniently help.4 In many
1  Strabo, xii. 8. 16-18, pp. 578 sq.\      new  island,   see   Sir   Charles  Lyell,
xiii. 4, 10 sq., p. 628.                              Principles    of   Otology ia    (London,
2  Strabo, xii. 8. 18, p. 579.   Com-      1875), i. 51, ii. 65 sqq.; C. Neumann
pare Tacitus, Annals, xii. 58.                   undj. Partsch, Physikalische Geographic
3  Strabo, i. 3. 16, p. 57.   Compare     von    Gruchenland   (Breslau,  1885),
Plutarch,   De  Pytkiae  oraculis,   n ;     pp. 272 sqq.    There is a monograph
Pliny,   Nat,   Hist.   ii.   202;  Justin,      on   Santorin  and  its   eruptions   (F.
xxx. 4.     The   event   seems to  have     Fouque",   Santorin   et   ses   eruptions,
happened in 197 B.C.    Several other     Paris, 1879).    Strabo has given a brief
islands are known to have appeared in     but  striking  account of Rhodes, its
the same bay  both  in   ancient  and     architecture, its art-treasures, and its
modern times.    So far as antiquity is     constitution   (xiv. 2. 5, pp. 652 sq.\
concerned, the dates of their appearance     As to the Rhodian schools of art see
are given by Pliny, but some confusion     H.  Brunn, GeschichU der griethisch&t
on the subject has crept into bis mind,      Kiinstler (Stuttgart,    1857-1859), i.
or rather, perhaps, into his text.    See     459 sqq., ii. 233 sqq^ 286 sq.
the discussion of the  subject  in  W.         4 Aristophanes, Acharn. 682; Pau-
Smith's Dictionary of'Greek andRoman     sanias, iii. ii. 9, vii. 21. 7 ; Plutarch,
Geography (London,  1873), & 1158-      Theseus, 36 ; Aristides, Isthmic. voL i.
II60.     As to  the  eruptions in the     p. 29, ed. G. Dindorf(Leipsic, 1829);
bay of Santorin,   tbe  last  of which     Appian, Bell. Civ. v. 98; Macrobius,
occurred   in   1866   and   produced   a     Saturn, i.   17. 22;   G. Dittenberger,